WAILUKU — Na Hoaloha ef-
forts to develop a volunteer-drivers

program with other social service -
agencies has been recognized witha

$5,000 STAR Award for Senior
Transportation Services from the
Beverly Foundation.

Na Hoaloha-Neighbors Helping
‘Neighbors was among 450 appli-
cants for awards from the national
organization. STAR stands for Sen-
ior Transportation Action Response.
The foundation announced the
awardees Thursday. -

The money will help publicize

the Aloha Cruisers pilot project, re- -

cruit volunteer drivers from around
Maui, develop training materials
and provide reimbursement for gas.
- Na Hoaloha receives more calls
for assisted transportation each
week, the agency said in announc-
ing its award. Examples are rides to
£0 to the doctor or grocery store, Lo
do errands and to attend social
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cer Society and other agencies to
share resources. The latter include
cross-referrals and drivers.

Na Hoaloha, which means “lov-
ing {friends” in Hawaiian, was

- formed by Maui Interfaith Volun-

teer Caregivers in 1995 with the
help of a Faith in Action,Robert
Wood Johnson Grant.

The group’s efforts are aimed at a
gap group by providing basic trans-
portation services (o seniors when
other agencies could not.

Information on Na Hoaloha, in-
cluding how to be a volunteer driy-
er, is at Web site www.nahoaloha.
org/.

Beverly Foundation work in-
cludes research, education and assis-
tance to encourage and facilitate
mobility and transportation for older
adults. The group is headquartered
in Albuquerque, N.M.

For information, see the Web site
at www.beverlyfoundation.org.




